
MPAT Household Survey  IFAD 
Enumerator: ____________ Time _____:_____ to _____:_____ Date (YY/MM/DD): 20____/____/____ 

AA1:
a
 AA2: AA3: Village: 

Household ethnic group (optional): Household type (optional):  Household code: Consent: _____ 

Respondent’s age:____ Gender: M(1) | F(2) Head of household’s age:____ Gender: M(1) | F(2) | M&F(3)  

Head of household’s marital status: Married(1) | Single(2) | Divorced(3) | Widowed(4) 

1  Can the head of the household read a newspaper? 
No (1) Yes, with difficulty (2) Yes, without difficulty (3) Don’t know (4) 

 

2 
 During the last 12 months, how many adults (age 15 and older) lived and slept in your home for 9 or 

more months?  
Female adults  Male adults  Don’t know (-1) 

 

 

3  
During the last 12 months, how many adults lived and worked outside your home for 3 or more 
months?  

Adults  
 

4 

 During the last 12 months, how many children (age 14 and younger) lived and slept in your home for 
9 or more months?  

Female <5  Male <5   Female 5-14  Male 5-14  
Household has no children (-1) [skip to question 9] 

 

 

 

 

5  

[If there are no school-age children (age 5 to 14) in the household, skip to question 7] 
During most of the year, how long does it take, in minutes, for the school-age children (age 5 to 14) in 
your household to go to school (one-way, by any means: for example, walking, bicycle, scooter, bus)?  

No. of minutes =    [If children attend more than 1 school, 
enumerator to record the average time] Children usually live at school (-1) 

School-age children do not regularly attend school (-2) Don’t know (-3) 
 

6  
Can your household afford your children’s school fees and school supplies? 

No (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Usually (4) 
Yes (5) Household does not pay the fees and cannot afford supplies (6) 
Household does not pay fees, but can afford supplies (7) Household does not pay fees or supply costs (8) 

 

7  
What is the highest level of schooling the female children 
(0 to 14) in your household will likely complete? 

No female children (-1) Don’t know (-2) 
Highest likely level =  

 

1. No formal education 
2. Primary school (age 5 or 6 until age 11 or 12) 
3. Junior school (age 11 or 12 until age 14 or 15) 
4. High school (age 14 or 15 until age 18 or 19) 
5. Technical or vocational school (post junior 
school or high school, usually 2 years) 
6. College or university (post high school, 3 to 5 
years) 
7. Advanced degree (Master’s, MBA, PhD, etc.) 

 

8  
What is the highest level of schooling the male children 
(0 to 14) in your household will likely complete? 

No male children (-1) Don’t know (-2) 
Highest likely level =  

 

9  
In the last 12 months, how often have members of your household had a non-serious illness (meaning 
they were sick, but not so sick they had to rest in bed a full day or more)? 

Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) Don’t know (6) 
 

10  
In the last 12 months, how often have members of your household been seriously ill (meaning they were 
so ill that they stayed in bed, or lying down, for 2 or more days)? 

Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) Don’t know (6) 
 

11  
How much time does it take for members of your household to reach the nearest health centre that can 
diagnose simple illness, or treat simple injuries and prescribe basic medicines? 

Household self-diagnoses, self-medicates for simple illnesses (-1) 
No health centre in the area, or centre is too far to travel to (-2) [skip to question 14] Minutes =   

 



12  How often does this health centre have enough medical supplies to provide adequate health care? 
Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) Don’t know (6) 

 

13  
How much time does it take for members of your household to reach the nearest health centre that can 
diagnose and treat complicated or serious illnesses or injuries (can perform surgery)? 

No health centre for serious illness, or centre too far to reach easily (-1) Don’t know (-2) Minutes =   
 

14  
Can your household afford professional treatment for serious illness or injury?  

No (1) Yes, if money is borrowed (2) Yes, with much difficulty (3) Yes, with some difficulty (4) 
Yes, because government or employer helps pay for treatment (5) Yes, household can afford it (6) 

 

15  
For the majority of the households in your village/area, do you think there is a better chance for women 
or men to receive health care when needed? 

Women (1) Men (2) About the same (3) Don’t know (4) 
 

16  
Are the health-care centres in your village/area (within 2 hours distance from your home) usually able 
to provide women with adequate health care if they seek it? 

There are no health-care centres in our village/area (1) No (2) Rarely (3) Sometimes (4) 
Often (5) Always (6)  Yes, but women prefer not to go (for whatever reason) (7) Don’t know (8) 

 

17  

[Information to be collected by enumerator while in the household (ask only if unable to determine answer visually)] 
What is the primary construction material of the housing unit’s exterior walls?  

Reinforced concrete (1) Stone & mortar (2) Cement blocks (3) Brick (fired/burned) (4) 
Metal sheeting (5) Logs or thick wood (6) Thin wood (7) Bamboo (8) 
Brick (mud or earth) (9) Mud & straw (10) Earth or adobe (11) Reeds/thatch (12) 
Thick plastic (13) Fabric or thin plastic (14) Other, specify: (15)  

 

18  

[Information to be collected by enumerator while in the household (ask only if unable to determine answer visually)] 
What is the primary construction material of the housing unit’s main roof?  

Roofing shingles (1) Ceramic tiles (2) Synthetic roofing (3) Metal sheeting (4) 
Cement or concrete (5) Thin wood (6) Thick wood (7) Bamboo (8) 
Thick plastic (9) Thin plastic or fabric (10) Straw or reeds (11) Other, specify: (12)  

 

19  
Can your home withstand strong winds, severe rain, snow or hail without significant damage?  

No (1) Yes (2) Yes, with minor damage (3) Perhaps, but with significant damage likely (4) 
Little to no extreme weather in this region (5) Don’t know (6) 

 

20  
What is the primary 
source of light your home 
uses when it is dark?  

 

 
 

1. None 8. Liquid fuel [petrol, kerosene] 
2. Heat not needed in region 9. Coal or charcoal 
3. Stable voltage electricity from 
grid [legal or illegal connection] 

10. Vegetable- or animal-based 
fats or oils 

4. Unstable voltage electricity from 
grid [legal or illegal connection] 

11. Candle, paraffin wax or 
battery-powered source 

5. Electricity from a generator 12. Wood, sawdust, grass or 
other natural material 

6. Electricity from solar cells, wind 
turbine or small dam  13. Don’t know 

7. Gas fuel [from tank or biogas] 14. Other, specify: 

 

21  
What is the primary fuel 
source your household uses 
for cooking?  

 

 

22  
What is the primary fuel 
source your household uses 
for heat?  

 

 

23  

What type of toilet facility does your household usually use?  
None, open defecation (1) [skip to question 25] 
Open pit, communal (2) Open pit, private (8) 
Enclosed pit, communal (3) Enclosed pit, private (9) 
Enclosed improved-ventilation pit, communal (4) Enclosed improved-ventilation pit, private (10) 
Enclosed pour-flush, communal (5) Enclosed pour-flush toilet, private (11) 
Enclosed flush, communal (6) Enclosed flush, private (12) 
Compost or biogas, communal (7) Compost or biogas, private (13) 
Other, specify: (14)  
‘Open’ means there is no structure, or a structure with no roof. ‘Enclosed’ means there is a structure with any sort of roof. 
‘Communal’ means the facility is shared by 3 or more households. ‘Private’ means the facility is used by 1-2 households. 

 

24  
[If the household uses a toilet facility of any kind, ask:] Over the last 12 months, how often was the toilet usable? 
(meaning it was working properly or was available to use)  

Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) Don’t know (6) 
 



25  

What does your household 
usually do with food 
waste/remains (any parts not 
consumed by people in the 
household)? 

 
[Enumerator to remind respondent “all responses are anonymous”] 

 

1. Discard close to a house [within 25 metres] 
2. Discard near a house [25 to 75 metres from the house] 
3. Discard far from a house [75 metres or more] 
4. Feed to livestock 10. Burn it 
5. Feed to pets or guard dogs 11. Compost it 
6. Use for biogas generation 12. Sell to vender 
7. It is collected regularly 
within 75 metres of a house 
[organized garbage collection] 

13. It is collected regularly 
further than 75 metres from 
house [organized garbage collection] 

8. Put down the drain [piped 
sewage network] 

14. Use to water crops grown for 
livestock fodder 

9. Use to water vegetable 
garden 

15. Discard into local waterway or 
irrigation canal 

16. Other, specify: 

 

26  
What does your household 
usually do with non-food 
waste/garbage? 

 

 

27  
What does your household 
usually do with wastewater (for 
example, from bathing, cleaning, 
the toilet)? 

  

 
 

28  
How many times a week do most members (the majority) of your household clean their teeth?  

Never (1) Rarely (2) 1 or 2 days a week (3) Most days of the week (4) 
Usually once a day (5) Usually 2 or 3 times a day (6) Don’t know (7) 

 

29  How often do the adults in your household clean their hands before eating a meal?  
Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) Don’t know (6) 

 

30  How often do the adults in your household clean their hands after defecating?  
Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) Don’t know (6) 

 

31  
Do the adults in your household use soap (any kind of soap) when they clean their hands? 

No (1) Yes, but very rarely (2) Yes, but only when guests visit (3) Yes, after defecating (4) 
Yes, before meals (5)  Yes, after defecating and before meals (6) Don’t know (7) Other, specify: (8) 

 

32 

 

What is the primary source (meaning the source that water comes from immediately before being used) of 
the water your household uses for drinking and cooking inside the home?  
[If the household uses different water sources for drinking and cooking, only record the drinking water source] 

During the rainy season  During the dry season  During most of the year  
No rainy season in our area (-1) No dry season in our area (-2) Don’t know (-3) 

 

1. Piped from water treatment plant (chlorinated) 13. Water vender with tanker truck 
2. Piped from water treatment plant (not chlorinated) 14. Water vender with cart or small tank 
3. Borehole (> 20m deep) 15. Large dam (built & managed by 

government, company or collective) 4. Borehole (< 20m deep) 

5. Private well (> 20m deep) 16. Small dam (built & managed by 
households, village or collective) 

6. Private well (< 20m deep) 17. Stream 
7. Communal well (> 20m deep) 18. River 
8. Communal well (< 20m deep) 19. Pond, lake (or other still water body) 
9. Protected (‘box’) spring 20. Irrigation canal 
10. Unprotected spring 21. Bottled water (delivered by vender) 
11. Rainwater harvesting container (closed) 22. Bottled water (collected by household) 
12. Rainwater harvesting container (open) 23. Other (specify):  
[‘Private’ means used primarily by the household, but may also be shared with 2-4 other households, and is located 
within 100 metres of the household. ‘Communal’ means it is shared by 5 or more households.] 

 

 

33 

 Approximately how much time (in minutes) does it take your household to collect enough water for 
your household’s drinking and cooking needs for a normal (average) day?  
[Total time = there and back for each person and trip combined. 
If water is collected from inside the household or in the household’s yard/compound, write ‘1’ minute] 

During the rainy season  During the dry season  During most of the year  
No rainy season in our area (-1) No dry season in our area (-2) Don’t know (-3) 

 

 

 

34  
Does your household treat water before drinking it (any treatment method: boiling, allowing to settle, 
filter, chemical treatment, etc.)? 

No, household does not believe 
treatment is necessary (1) 

Never (2) Rarely (3) Sometimes (4) Often (5) Always (6) 
 



35  
During the last 12 months, for how many months was your household’s main source of water sufficient 
to meet your household’s drinking and cooking needs? 

Months:  Don’t remember (-1) 
 

36  
How often do you worry there will not be enough water from your household’s main water source to 
satisfy your household’s drinking and cooking needs? 

Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) 
 

37  
Can your household usually afford to pay the fees (direct payments only, not maintenance fees) for 
using water from your household’s main water source? 

No (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) Household does not need to pay for water (6) 
 

38  Generally, what do you think the quality of your household’s drinking water is (before any treatment)? 
Don’t know (1) Very bad (2) Poor (3) Satisfactory (4) Good (5) Very good (6) 

 

39  
Does your household have access to land for agriculture, orchards, livestock or aquaculture (meaning 
fish-farming)?  

Yes, have access and using the land (1)  Yes, have access and leasing some land to others (2)  
No access to land because leasing to others (3) [skip to question 51] No access to land (4) [skip to question 52] 

 

40  How much land does your household have for agriculture (for crops, grasses, trees, orchards, etc.)? 
Hectares:  Don’t know (-1) None, only access for livestock/aquaculture (-2) [skip to question 46]  

 

41  Is the majority of your household’s land flat, gently sloping, steep or terraced?  
Don’t know (1) Steep (2) Gently sloping (3) Flat (4) Terraced (5) Mixed, specify: (6) 

 

42  
What kind of soil covers the majority of your household’s land? 

Don’t know (1) Stony-gravely (2) Clay (3) Loamy [mixed clay, sand &/or silt] (4) 
Sandy-droughty (5) Wet [wetland/marsh] (6) Mixed, specify: (7) Other, specify: (8) 

 

43  
During the last 2 years, was your household able to make, or buy, enough compost/manure or artificial 
fertilizer for each growing season? 

Household does not think they need to use compost/manure or fertilizer (1) 
 No (2) Rarely (3) Sometimes (4) Often (5) Always (6) 

 

44  
During the last 2 years, was your household able to afford enough seed for each growing season? 

Not necessary because household saved seed (1) No (2) Rarely (3) Sometimes (4) 
Often (5) Always (6) Other, specify: (7) 

 

45 
 Is there generally enough water for your household’s crops during the dry season/rest of the year? 

Dry season   Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) 
Rest of the year   Always (5) No dry season in our area (6) Few or no crops grown (7) 

 

 

46 
 Is there generally enough water for your household’s livestock during the dry season/rest of the year? 

Dry season   Little or no livestock (1) [skip to question 48] Never (2) Rarely (3) 
Rest of the year   Sometimes (4) Often (5) Always (6) No dry season in our area (7) 

 

 

47  During the last 2 years, how often was your household able to grow, collect or buy enough fodder? 
Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) 

 

48 
 Is there generally enough water for your household’s aquaculture during the dry season/rest of the year? 

Dry season   Little or no aquaculture (1) [skip to question 50] Never (2) Rarely (3) 
Rest of the year   Sometimes (4) Often (5) Always (6) No dry season in our area (7) 

 

 

49  During the last 2 years, how often was your household able to make or buy enough fish feed? 
Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) 

 

50  
Does your household usually have enough people to work/manage your farm? (crops, orchards, forestry, 
livestock and/or aquaculture) 

Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) 
 

51  

What kind of ownership of your land does your household have? 
Illegal access, squatting (1) Leasehold less than 5 years (5) Leasehold 31-40 years (9) 
Share-cropping arrangement (2) Leasehold 5-10 years (6) Leasehold for > 40 years (10) 
Rented for less than 12 months (3) Leasehold 11-20 years (7) Freehold (legally owned) (11) 
Common-law ownership (4) Leasehold 21-30 years (8) Other, specify: (12)  

 



52 
Of all the possible negative events (natural or socio-economic) that could occur in the next 12 months, and 
that would have a bad or damaging impact on your household, which 3 are you most worried about? (as far 
as negative impacts on household members, livelihoods, agriculture, livestock, aquaculture …) 
[Enumerator to write down up to 3 events in the spaces provided, from most worried about (52.1) to less worried about (52.3)] 

53 For these events, how damaging would each be for your household? [‘Likely severity’] 
54 For these events, how likely is it that the event will occur in the next 12 months? [‘Likely frequency’] 

Don’t know (-1) [skip to question 59] Not very worried about any negative events (-2) [skip to question 59] 
Likely severity (53) = Low-minor (1) Medium-moderate (2) High-major (3) 
Likely frequency (54) = Unlikely (1) Likely (2) Very likely (3) 

 

1st    
 

52.1)  write in 53.1) Likely severity=  54.1) Likely frequency=  
2nd   52.2)  write in 53.2) Likely severity=  54.2) Likely frequency=  
3rd    52.3)  write in 53.3) Likely severity=  54.3) Likely frequency=  

 

55 
 If the worst of the negative events you just mentioned [in question 52] were to occur in the next 12 months, 

what are the 3 main ways your household would likely react (cope)? 
Don’t know (-1) Primary strategy  Secondary strategy  Tertiary strategy  

 

 

 

1. Seek off-farm work 10. Children help more than 
usual with household work 19. Sell stored grain 28. Postpone payment of debts 

2. Work more hours 
or take on other jobs 

11. Ask friends to help with 
farm labour or business 20. Sell livestock 29. Borrow money from relatives 

3. Start a business 12. Ask family to help with 
farm labour or business 

21. Use savings or sell 
jewellery 30. Borrow money from friends 

4. Reduce health-care 
spending 

13. Rely on local 
government 22. Sell durable goods 31. Borrow money from cooperative 

or village fund (community source) 
5. Reduce alcohol 
consumption  

14. Rely on national 
government 23. Sell farmland 32. Borrow money from bank or 

other financial service provider 
6. Reduce meat 
consumption 

15. Rely on aid 
organizations 24. Sell business  33. Borrow money from private 

lender 
7. Reduce fuel 
consumption 

16. Rely on group 
insurance 

25. Sell/leave home (live 
with relatives in area) 

34. Send children to work outside 
the household 

8. Plant fewer crops 
next growing season  

17. Rely on private 
insurance 

26. Sell/leave home 
(move to another area) 

35. Take children out of school so 
they can work 

9. Lease out farmland 18. Seek technical 
assistance 

27. Seek medical 
treatment 36. Beg for money/food 

37. Other, specify: 
 

56  
If the worst of the negative events you just mentioned [in question 52] were to occur in the next 12 months, 
how long do you think it would take for your household to return to a satisfactory situation? [Record 
answer in months (for example, 2 years = 24 months)] 

Don’t know (-1) Less than 1 month (-2) Months=  Our household could not recover (-3) 
 

57  
If in an extreme disaster (of any sort) your household’s home was completely destroyed, but your family 
members were not injured, how long would it take for your household to rebuild your home?  

Don’t know (-1) We would move (-2) Months=   Our household could not rebuild (-3) 
 

58  

If the worst of the negative events you just mentioned [in question 52] were to occur in the next 12 months, 
who do you think would be most likely to assist your household? 

No one (1) Family/relatives (2) Friends (3) Insurance company (4) 
Financial institution (5) Local government (6) National government (7) 
Government (general) (8) Aid organizations (9) Don’t know (10) Other, specify: (11) 

 

59  
During the last 12 months, did any member of your household eat fewer meals, or smaller portions, than 
usual because there was not enough food? [If ‘Yes’, for approximately how long?] 

Never (1) Yes, once or twice (2) Yes, for about 1 week (3) Yes, for a few weeks (4) 
Yes, for about 1 month (5) Yes, for more than 1 month (6) Yes, most days (7) Don’t know (8) 

 

60  
During the last 12 months, did any member of your household go to sleep at night hungry? [If ‘Yes’, how 
often did this occur?] 

Never (1) Yes, once or twice (2) Yes, for about 1 week (3)  Yes, for a few weeks (4) 
Yes, for about 1 month (5) Yes, for more than 1 month (6)  Yes, most days (7) Don’t know (8) 

 



61  
During the past 12 months, did your household experience a period of time longer than 2 weeks when 
there was not enough food? [If ‘Yes’, how many such periods?]  

No (1) Yes, 1 (2) Yes, 2 (3) Yes, 3 (4) 
Yes, 4 (5) Yes, more than 4 (6) Don’t remember (7) Other, specify: (8) 

 

62  
During the past 12 months, did your household ever experience 1 full day with no food to eat? [If ‘Yes’, 
how often did this occur?] 

Never (1) Once or twice (2) Approximately once a month (3) 
Approximately every 2 weeks (4) Approximately every week (5) Don’t know (6) 

 

63 During the last 12 months, how often did the majority of your household eat the following foods?  
.1  Grains (cereals, bread, rice, pasta)  1. Never 

2. Almost never 
3. Approximately once a month 
4. A few times a month 
5. About once a week 
6. A few times a week 
7. Every day 
8. Not eaten for religious or cultural reasons 

 

.2  Roots &/or tubers (potatoes, cassava, etc.)  

.3  Vegetables/greens  

.4  Fruits  

.5  Dairy &/or eggs  

.6  Meat &/or fish/seafood  

.7  Nuts &/or legumes (and/or derivatives, tofu, etc.)  

64  
During the last 12 months, has anyone in your household managed/run their own business (other than 
selling agricultural products)? [If ‘Yes’, for how many months (out of the last 12 months)?] 

No (1)  Yes, 1-2 months (2) Yes, 3-4 months (3) Yes, 5-6 months (4) Yes, 7+ months (5) 
 

65  
During the last 12 months, has anyone in your household provided others a skilled service (for example, 
equipment repair, tailoring, construction work) for money or barter? [If ‘Yes’, how often?] 

Never (1) Rarely (2) Sometimes (3) Often (4) Always (5) 
 

66  
If your household wanted to borrow money from a bank or other financial service provider (not 
including friends or relatives), would your household be able to borrow money? 

No (1)  Probably not (2) Probably yes (3) Definitely yes (4) Don’t know (5) 
 

67  
[Enumerator to remind respondent that all responses are anonymous] Is your household currently in debt?  

No (1) [skip to question 69] Yes, a little (2) Yes, a moderate amount (3) Yes, a lot (4) 
Don’t know, or don’t want to discuss (5) [skip to question 69] 

 

68  

To whom is the majority of this debt owed? 
Relatives (1) Friends (2) Village fund (3) 
Village government (4) Rural credit cooperative (5)  Private money lender (6) 
Microfinance institution (7) Government bank (8) Private bank (9)  
Joint village & bank fund (10) Joint development project & bank fund (11) Other, specify: (12)  

 

69  
How many of the people (adults and children) in your household usually have adequate footwear? 

None (1) Less than half the household (2) About half the household (3) 
Most of the household (4) All household members do (5) Don’t know (6) 

 

70  
How many of the people (adults and children) in your household have sufficient clothing for severe 
weather (for example, very hot and sunny, very cold or very wet weather, depending on the area)? 

None (1) Less than half the household (2) About half the household (3) 
Most of the household (4) All household members do (5) Don’t know (6) 

 

71  Does your household have a television? [If none write ‘0’] 
Number of televisions  

 

72  
Do some households in your village/area have fewer economic or political opportunities than others 
because of their religion or ethnic/minority group?  

No (1) [skip question 73] Yes, a few households (2) Yes, less than half the households (3) 
Yes, about half the households (4) Yes, more than half the households (5) Don’t know (6) 

 

73  
In the last 2 years, how has this situation of inequality changed?  

Improved slightly (1) Improved moderately (2) Improved a lot (3) 
Worsened slightly (4) Worsened moderately (5) Worsened a lot (6) 
No significant change (7) Don’t know (8) Other, specify: (9) 

 

a AA = administrative area.
 Survey completion time: _____:_____ 

 


